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THEE CFERATICNS (F TEE OTH RANGER INFANTRY BATTALICKE
KNEAR IRSCH AND ZERF GERMANY, 23 FEBRUARY - 5 MARCH 1945
(RHINELAND CAMFAIGN)

(Personnl Experience of a Company Commender )

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the 5th Rangér Infantry
Battelion during the bresk-through of the Siegfried Line by XX Corps,

22 February 1945 ~ & March 1946,

In December 1944 the Third Army wes poised for s break-through
of the Siegfried Line and e drive to the Khine River. (1) (See Map A)

Cn 18 December 1944 the Germen Uffensive in the Ardennes was launched
and upset all plans for offensive action by the Third Army to the Esst.
In a period of & few days the Third Army had shifted from & northe-
south iine to an esst-west line snd sttacked thelSouth Flank of the
Germen Offensive. (2} By the end of January 1945 the German salient
hed been reduced. (3)

During the Thi;d Army counter offensive XX Corps held the southern
flenk of the Army from Luxambqurg to the Seventh Army near Saarlautern.
(4)

From 14 Jenuary to 15 February 1946 the 94th Division, a psrt of
XX Corps, leunched limited objective mttacks egainst the switeh position
of the Siegfried Line in the Saar-Moselle Triengle. These had a two-
fold mission, to indoctrinate the divieion which wes green end to con=,
tain the forces occupying the pesition and if possible to make him%égm;
mit reserves intended for the Ardemnes Cffensive. The attecks were suc-

osssful in both missions. (5)

THE GENERAL SITUATICN

After the Germen Ardennes salient had been reduced, Third Army was
composed of 4 Corps, V111, 111, X1l and XX, on a line from north to south
along the Our, Ssuer, and Moselle Hivers. (6)_

(1) A-%, p. 184; (2) A-1, p. 233; (3) A-L p. 277; (4) A-T p. 3; (5) A-7
p. 3; (8) A-2, p. 230, .
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On 29 Jsnuary V111 Corps crossed the Qur River and wes followed
by 111 Corps which widened the bridgehesd. (7) On 6 February X1l
Corps crossed the Bauer River and sttacked Bitburg. (8) 111 Corps
wes ordered te lst Army on 11 February. (9)

XX Corps launched a coordinated attack on 19 February, with the
94th Division and the 10th Armored Division, to¢ clear the Saar-doselle
Triengle. (10) (S8ee ¥ap B) The 5th Renger Battelion wes attached to
the 94th Division for the operation, The 94th Division penstrated
the fortified positions nesr Oberleuken and the 10th Armored Division
exploited the bresk-through. Bt 21 February all organized resistancs
hed cessed in the triangle. (11)

When the resistence had erumbled end both the 94th Division and
the 10th Armored Division had closed up to the Saar River, General
Patton directed that XX Corps cross the river snd seize Trier. (12)

The only known eneny - available to defend the Saar River and the
approaeches to Trier were the remnents of the 256th Volksgrensdier Di-
vision, and 416th Infantry Division, Headquarters and Service Trooés,
and the 1lth Panzer Division, which had been badly cut up in the Saar-
loselle Triangle earlier in Februery. -(13)

Although no plsns had been mede for & erossing of the Saar, bridg-
ing equipment end assault bosts were made esvailable during the night
of 21-22 Februery., (14)

The 10th Armored Division, with the 376th KCT of the 94th Division
attached, was 4o cross at Gokfen. (15} The 94th Division less the
376th RCT was to meke diversionary crossings below Searburg-near Ser-
rig end Taben. (16)

All elong the Smer River the east bank was generally high and
dominested the west bank, The fortifications of. the Siegfried Line were
placed to supplement the natural barriers. 4t Ockfen where the east
benk wes low the defenses were in much greater density than normal,
While in the vicinity of Serrig and.Taben; the ecst benk rose precip=-

(7) A-2, p. 230; (8) A-2, p. 238; (9) A-2, p. 241; (10) A-7, p. 9;
(11) a-7, p. 10; (12) A-7, p. 11; (13) A-7, p. 11; (14) A-7, p. 12;

(15) A-7, p. 13; (18) A-7, p. 14,



itiously in steep cliffs and consequently, very few fortifications
hed been built, (17) The river wes varied from 120 to 150 ysrds in
width and all bridges had been blown. (18)

The crossing at Ockfen, initially made by the 376th Infantry,
met with little success. (19) On the other hénd; the orossings of
the 94th Division et Teben snd Stadt were very successful and by 25
February Serrig was oleared and two fleeting treadwey bridges had besen
constructed., (20) The tenk elements of the 10th Armored.Division
used these bridges to coross so.th&t thev could start their exploitm=-
tion, (21)

The pa?t played by the S5th Ranger Battalion in the break-out of
the bridgehead and the subsequenf capture of Trier is the subject to
be‘éovered by this monograph.

ORGANIZATION OF A RANGER BATTALION

Before getting further into the operation, it is necessary to ex-
plein to the resder the organization of & Renger Battelion. Its orgzan-
ization differed considerably from that of a stendard infantry battalion,

The Battalion was composed of seven companies; Headquarters and
Headouarters Company end six lettered compenies, A through F inclusive.
Eech lettered company had an suthorized strength of three officers and
62 enlisted men. The compeny wes organized into s company headquarters,
two essault pletoons and = weaﬁons platoon, The company headquarters
hed one officer end four enlisted men, a lst sergesnt, radio operator
and two rumners. BEach assault platoon had & platoon headquarters and
two nine msn rifle sections. Platoon headquarters had six men, a platoon
lesder, platoon.sgt, two runners and s rocket lsuncher tesm. The rifle
sections were composed of a section leader, assistant section leader, 8
two man mutometic rifle tesm and five riflemen. The weapons platoon
had two light machine guns end two 60 mm morters.

Headquarters and Headquarters Company consisted of spproximately
120 men, It hendled all supply, mess and edministretion for the entire

(17) A-7, p. 12; (18) 4=7, p. 13; (19) A=7, p. 133 (20) A-7, p. 14;
(21) A-7, p. 15. :
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battalion. There was very little organic trensportstion and what

there was, was in Headquaerters Compeny. There was elso & smell com-
munication section in Herdquarters Company. SCR 300 radios were used
in the battalion commend net es well as in eamch compeny commend net.
There wae rno orgsnic communieétion between lettered company headquarters
end the weepons plstoons. SCR 636 radios were often used for mortar
fire control.

THE BATTALION SITUATION

At 212400 February 1945 the 5th Ranger Battalion was detached
from the 94th Infantry Division and attaJLed to the 3rd Cavalry Group.
(22) The Battelion was assipned the mission of securing the west bank
of tﬁe Seer River from Herm south to end including the bend near Or-
scholz. (See Map C)} The Battalion Commsnd Foet was in Weiten., "C"
end "D" Compenies were in Crscholz, E Company in Keuchingen, A Company
east of Weiten, B Company in Rodt end F Company in Hamﬁ. (22) Each
compeny sent out contect patrols right and left and outposted the river
gt strategic points.

E and F Compenies were at about Ealf strength and &ll other com-
penies were et approximately full strength.

The sttachment to the Cavelry was short lived. At about 221200
February the Battalion less Compsnies B end F was ordered to asgemble
in Weiten. Companies C end D were hauled in ﬁrucks while compenies
A end E merched on foot. Compenies B and F were assembled in Rodt. (24)

The Battalion Commender, Lt., Col. Richerd P, Sullivan, went to
the Command Fost of the 94th bivision to receive his orders for a new
mission. (25) At 221200 February he returned to Weiten and gave the
sssembled company commenders the order for the mission.

Thé Battalion was to cross the Ssar River into the 302nd Infantry
bridgehead near Taben at about 221800 February, pass through the %02Znd
Infentry, infiltrete the German positions and cut the Irgch-Zerf Roed
(22) &~7, p. 40; (23) A-7, p. B31; (24) A-7, p. 59; (25) A-7, p. 31

8



in the vicinity of Crossrosd 492. The mission was to block re-enforce-
ments from renrching the bridgehead snd to keep thé rocd free for the 10th
Armored Division to use in bresking out of the bridgehesd. (26)

All companies except Company C were to turn in their morters and
drew two additional machine guns, ten boxes of aﬁmunition were to be carried
for esch ﬁachine gun and .each men not carrying mechine gun or mortar sm-—
munition wes to carry two AT mines, One K retion and 1/3 D ration.ﬁere
to be carried by erch man, and halazone tablets were to be taken to purify
water., (27)

After mccomplishing all of the ebove prepsarations and feeding the
troops = hot meal, each company ﬁarchedqto Rodt. The Battalion Commend
Post moved to Taben during the afternoon. Iy 221800 February all com-
penies were in assembly saress around Rodt. Company & lost two officers
and seversl men when two large caliber shells landed on the company col-
umn while it wss moving to Rodt. (27)

At 1800 the Bettalion Commender, the $-3 end a platoon from Compeny
B crossed the river on s foot bridge near Taben end contacted the Exec-
utive Officer of the lst Battalion 301lst Infentry. His unit was crossing
the bridge and would not be clear for two hours. A runner was diépatohed
to the Ranger Battalion Executive Officer, Major Hugo Hefflefinger, at
Rodt to start the battelion meross the river ss scon as the bridge was
clear. The Besttalion Commender then went to the Commend Post of the
302nd Infentry on top of Hocker Hill, Here the Executive Officer of the
302nd Infantry was contzcted and the situetion and troop distribution in
the bridgehead wes learned. (29)

In the meantime at 2060 hours the Battalion hed sterted to cross
the foot bridge and hed contected guides from Compeny B who led the col-
urn. up the slopes of Hbcker Hill. The peth wes extremely steep, almost
vertical in places. Loaded down with mines and ammunition and wearing
shoepacs and meckinaws, the men soon bectme overhe%ted and frequent
halts hed to be mede. The sides of the peth were littered with dis=-
cerded end lost equipment thet previous columns hed dropped. Constant
(28), (27), Personsl knowledgey (28) A-9, p, 60; (29) A-7, p. 3l.
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gupervigsion hed to be maintained to muke sufe none of the vital eguip-
ment, necessary to accomplish the mission, was lost in the same manner.
(30)

When the column was approximetely half wey up the hill, Colonel
Sulliven sent for the Company Commenders to join him at the command
post of the 302nd Infesntry,

Here the finel plen wes given at 222400 February. The battalion
would pass through the #0Z2nd Infantry at 230200 Februsry in two columns,

Companies C, F and & on the left under Colonel Sulliven esnd Companies

D, E and B on the right under the 8«2, Captein Edward Luther. Easch
company was to be in siﬁgle file, one compeny directly behind the one
in front with no interval; This mede two long columns spproximestely €0
vards apart. 'At the head of each column were two men with sutometic
rifles snd two with submechine guns. No flank security er patrols to
the front were to be used, Both columns were to merch on & magnetic
ezimuth of 10° until davlight. (31)

At that time the Battalion was joined by a Field Artillery Lisson
Officer and three forward observer parties from the 284th Field Artil-
lery Battelion, & Corps Artillery Battalion.

The %02nd Infentry, with one bsttalion of the 30lst Infentry ate-
tached, extended around Hocker Hill to the river rosd and slong the road
to Serrig, (32)

The e nemy situation was very vegue at thst time. The defenses
along the esst bank of the river had been manned by two fortress battal-
jons end remmgnts of the two division which had been bedly mengled in
the clearing of the Sesar-¥oselle Triangle., In addition one battalion of
the 11lth Panzer Gremnedier Regiment frocm the lltﬁ Penzer Division had
been committed to cut the defile between Serrig and the Taben crossings.
Strong resistance had not developed st thet time sround Hocker Hill,‘but
wes expected et eny time. (33) '

(30), Personal knowledge; (31), Persconal knowledges (32) &4-7, p. 14;
(33), Personal knowledge. -
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THE INFILTRATION

At 0200 hours the two columns moved out very slowly as it was
difficult to keep direction on the steep, rock snd brush covered slopes.
Just as the leed companies started to move, several artillery rounds
lended on the rear of the battalion. Une forward observer pearty was
csompletely lost and both Compenies B snd E haed several cesuslties.

Compeny E lost one officer snd its lst sergesnt. (34)

Theré were frequent stops while the hesds of the columns checked
the direction of advence. Some men were very tired, not having slept
in over thirty hours and consequently, fell asleep at the halts. 4 rooket
lasuncher tesm of Company D, which was the last element of the Compsany, went
to sleep during a halt and did not awaken until the column had moved off.
The Company Commender of Company E seeing what had happened then started
leading the remeining portion of the column on the 10° ezimuth. The seme
thing hed hsppened in the rear of Compeny Erand in the middle of Compeny
B. In each case the new column continued on a 10° azimuth. (35)

All during the first two hours of movement, digging cou}d be heard
on both flenks of the columns, but no enemy was directly encountered.
Company E ceptured one prisoner who wes trying to find the Americen lines
to surrender. He wes taken slong with the column. All men were cautioned
to hold taldng to the necessary passing of orders and to be careful not
to mske any noise. The mines and machine pgun ammunition constantly bang-
ed on rocks #nd soraped on brush, but evidently these sounds were not de-
tected by the enemy. (36)

About 0430 hours the heads of both columné reached & paved‘roaﬁ about
600 yards north of Hocker Hill. Here the lead man in the right column ren
inte an outpost. There was a short exchenge of fire and the head men of
Company D was wounded and three Germans were captured. (57) Within five
minutes the two perts of the right column which had become seperated
resched the roed and rejoined the columm. OUne pletoon of Compeny B was
missing., It consizted of one officer and about 20 men. A1l other ele-
ments errived st the rosd without mishap. (38)

(=z4), (35), (36), Personel knowledge; (37) A~7, p. 32; (38), Personal
knowledge. : )



The Battalion then continued on the 10° azimuth for approximately
400 yards. It hed begun to grow light by then and the troops were again
on high ground. The Battalion helted, formed & perimeter and the Battalion
Commandef ordered two pstrols of one officer and three men each to re-
connoiter east and north to mccurstely determine the battalion position,
(89}

While waiting for the return of these pstrols, the compesnies checked
men and equipment and the men ate one mesl of their K retion. After ap-
proximetely an hour, both patrols returned and the position was fixed as
the high ground epproximastely 1000 yards north of Hocker Hill, This in-
formetion and the probable route of advence was rsdioed to Corps Artiliery
80 thet ﬁhey would not fire on the Battalion. (40)

The Bettalion then formed e dismond formeation with Compeny E lesding,
Company_D on the left, Company C on the right, Companies F and D in the
rear, and Company B and the commend group in the center with the prison;rg,
which by now nnmbéréd about 50. (41) The direction of asdvence was shifted
to the northeest to follow the high ground. ¥eny bunkers and pillboxes
were encountered, but meny were not msnned or were only lightly oceupied.
Several light skirmishes resulted, but the battalion suffered no casual-
ties and capbured or killed 1l of the enemy sctuelly seen. lovement
was slow for securitv remsons snd becsuse of the need to meintain direct-
iop. As a result of the interruptions caused bv the small fights it wes
necesserv to halt again, after moving spproximetely 1200 yurds, to re-
jocste the sctusl bettalioun position, The diamond formstion offered an ex-
collent perimeter defense at the helt, (£2) The be'talion wss now in hexvy
woods and it wos difficult for petrols to scturlly determine the exact lo-
cation. The artillerv lisson officer re.uested two rcunds of artillery
fired on the finpal objective, end when these lsnded it was possible to as-
certesin the position very accurately. (%)

Tpe direction of movement was chenged te north snd agsin the bat-
talion moved out. The seme problems again were encouﬁtered with regard
to the constant surprising of one and two enemy soldiers henging out wash,

(39) A-7, p. 32; (40) A7, p. 32; (41), Personel knowledge; (42), Personal
knowledge; (43) A-7, p. 32. :
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carrying messages or just loafing. After.mnving about 800 yards, three
large pillboxes were seen on the left and were investigated, A patrol
approached the rear of the boxes and surprised approximately thirty German
soldiers, These were teken prisoner and the column moved out again; (44)
Several hundred vards farther on, Company B spotted some German infantry
on their left. Company D wes notified by redio. Almost immediately Compeny
b came fmce to face ﬁith them and a figrce fight ensued. - It was apparently
pert of e company in reserve énd thev had been surprised bv Compsny D.
Forty enemy were Eilled or wounded end sbout 10 captured. Compsnv D lost
two men killed. (45) At sbout the ssme time, Company A captured a German
medicel officer erd en ertillery officer in a white steff car. (46) They
confirmed the bettalion locetion ss about 3000 yards inside the German lineg.

The Battalion then moved on several hundred verds to high ground and
halted. It wes 1600 hours and the objective wes visible from the high ground.
The men were ordered to dig in &s some light ertillerv fire wes being received.
(47) |

A patrol from Company A was sent out atrdark, ebout 2000 hours, to re-
conmoiter e group of farm houses st & cross road near Ealfertsheus. They
reported them clear except for civiliens hiding in the cellars. The Bat-
telion Commender ordered all companies to move.to the farm houses individually
with a 15 minute intervel between compsnies, and bv 2400 hours all compan-
‘ies were in the farm houses. (48) Company F wzs posted ss security snd
the remeinder of the Battalion attempted to rest. The civilians were
herded into one bern under guerd. A patrol from Company F wes sent to
seerch the buildings at Kalfertsheus, which was on the route to the objec-
tive, The patrol wes fired on from Kelfertsheus and sfter a short fight,
the buildings werse cleared and approximatelf 30 prisoners were captured.
(49) They were from an artillery bsttery which hed pulled out just before
the pstrol epprosched.

At 0530, just as it was getting light, Compsnies E and C started
for the objective. The battalion commend group went with Compeny ¢ which

(44), (a5), (48) A-7, p. 32; (47), (48), (49) A-7, p. 33.
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was following dompany E. They passed through Kelfertshaus snd up an
we"improved road to Cross Rosd 492 on the Irsch-Zerf reoad. Three
pilltoxes were clemred but they contained only civilians. A forester

wes in one box end he confirmed ﬁhe locetion., Mines were pleced on the
main road snd ar outpost comsisting of a rocket lesuncher tesm and an auto-
metic rifle team was placed in a hedgeline at the cross road by Company E.
(60} The remeinder of the Hattalion was brought up snd a perimeter de-
fense wes set up in a rectangle, approximstely 200 yards by 1000 yards.
(51) (See Map D) Company B was on the north covering the roesd, Company
¢ on the west covering a large open field and the approsching roed from
Irsch, Compenies D and F were on the east covering the approaches from
Zerf, Compeny A was on the south oceupying some pillboxes near Kealfert-
shaus while Compeny B was in the center guarding prisoners, who now num-
be red sbout 150. The Commend Fost was in s hospitsl bunker near the
certer of the perimeter.

DEFENSE OF CROSS ROAD

By 1000 hours the pesitions were consolidated. (52) The main road
was being used ms & route for walking wounded and stregglers. A large
number of priscners were teken, as a result, by the ocutpost from Compeny
B. Yo vehicular traffic was sighted urtil about 1100 hours. At that time
armored vehicle wes hesrd approaching from the Wbst and the troops believ-
ing it to be frbm the 10th Armored Division coming to meet us w ere very
jubilanf, but when it appeared it was a Germen self propelled gun. When
the.crew saw the mines and outpost they stopred and jumped out of the
vehicle. They sttempted to set it esfire, but the automatic fire starters
failed. The crew got away but the vehicle wes captured. It was in the
" middle of the cross road and effectively blocked mnll traffie. It was
set on fire by Compeny E and left in the middle of the rosd. (53)

Nothing else of importance oeccurred for severasl hours. The time
wes spent bettering positions end registering defensive artillery fires.
(50), Personsl knowledge; (51) A7, p. 33; (52), (5%), Personal knowledge.
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About 1400 lerge numbers of enemy troops merching in columns of twos or
threes were observed to the northeast., They weré sbout two miles from
the battalion position snd moving northwest. Theyv were out of range 6f
the supporting artillerv, so no action could be teken other than to re-
port it to Corps. It wes estimated et & reinforced battalion. (54)
At sbout 1530 Compeny A on the south was attacked by & force of
about 20 enemy. They were forced from several bunkers and pillboxes,
and were cut off from the rest of the Battalion. Thev fought their wuay
back to the Battelion after about en houf and formed & new line ¥orth of
Kalfertsheus re—estabiishing the perimeter. {&5)
| At ebout 1600 Compeny E on the north was attacked by gpproximately
400 enemv from.?he northwest, Theyv used several self propelled, high
velooity guns, probaﬂiy 75 mm, for support. HNo penetretions were mede,
although the outbost at the rosd junction w:s in the path of the main
effort end wes overrun. One men was killed and one msn severely wounded,
and the automatic rifle was captured, Tenrdead Germans were found in
the posifion when the outpost was re-established. The combined five power
of defensive artillery and sutomatic wsapons finaslly forced the enemy
to withdrew. All of the machine gun emmunition which Compenvy E had was
e#pgnded and additionel EOxes were obtasined from Company C. Four men in-
cluding cne foicer were wounded. Several Germens were captured and the
unit was identified ss the 7nd Battalion, 136th Infentry Regiment of the
2nd Mountain Diviéion which had newly arrived in the seotor. The‘rqgiment
hed been assigned the mission of occupying the ridge thet the 5th Ranger
Battalion occupied as the.nexf me.jor defense line to hold the bridgeheed.
(s6)
| The bettelion situation was ¢pﬁ86arious as'Companiss.A end E had ex-
hausted 8ll of their machine gun anmmﬁi tion and;had dipped irto the other
companies' reserves. A radio messege from Corps was received which stated
* that the Task Force of the 10th Armored Division would not arrive on the
24th es originally planned, but coﬁld be expected on the 25th, WeL-
(54), Personal knowledge; (55) A-9, p. 63; (56), Personel knowledge.

13




Radio batteries were giving out. The SCR 300 rsdios in the bsttalion
net could berely be heard at the Commend FPost, only several hundred
vards from the fsrthest compeny. All of the artillery radio beatteries
and the ones from the battalion sets were pooled and roteted so that
they would lest longer. All communicetion to Corps Headquarters wsas
through artillery fire control chennels, Food and water were scarce.
The men were eating captured German rations end drinking bottles of Vichy
water found in meny of fhe bunkers, (5?) i

An aeriel re—suéply of emmuniticn, radio Bétterias end food was re-
quested.‘.At about 1700 hours a fiight of lisson plenes flew over and
ground recognition panels were displayed. A4s they lost altitude to drop
the supplies, which were to be dropped free, s high volume of light anti-
sireraft fire was directed at them from the woods, several thousand vards
to the northwest., The plenes were forced to drop the supplies from
about 2000 ft. Only s smsll percentege lended in the perimetsr and none
of‘it was.uSable. It wes later leerned that every plane used in the re-
supply flight hed been damaged by the enti-aireraft fire. (58) |

During the afterncon a forward observer with Company C noticed &n
‘enemy &rtillerﬁ battery firing about 3000 verds west of tke periﬁeter.
Thev were firing west info the 94th Division bridgehead. Coupter bat-
tery fire was.réquested but wes refused, as the forwerd elements of the
94th Diviéion hed been reported at that point. The battery continued
to fire until dark. The next morning the guns were gone. (59)

Bverything was quiet for the remeinder of the 24th. At about 250300
February the gutposts of-Coﬁpany E started firing. Soon the entire com-
| peny was engaged‘in s heavy fire fight. Defensive artillery fires were
called for by the Compeny Gommender. The ettack wes so heavy that the
enemy overrsn the company position at about 0320. The Compenv Conmender,
eut off from his platooms, gethered all the men he could find end fell
brck sbout 50 ysrds to the south of a fire breek end set up a new line.
The gveilable men consisted of the Compeny Commender, two radio opergtors,
(57), (58), (69), Personel knowledge.
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& field artillery officer and two field ertillerv radio operators. The
Battalion Commender sent a platcon of Compenv & and one from Compeny Cr
to reinforce Compeny E. With these two platoons a new line wes estab-
lished et the fire breek. Only scettered enemy soldiers ettempted to
eross the fire bresk end 211 were killed or ceptured, In the meantime,
all availeble artillerv fires had hreen celled down on the originel com-
pany positior. (60) Corps Artillerv used eight ertillery bettelions to
furnish these fires. {(fl) After the attack had been stopped, periodic
concentretions were fired the rest of the night eround the entire peri-
meter.

At 250830 Februerv Compeny F with e strength of 26 men, sttecked
through the new line on the north and repgeined without oppositiorn,
the ground lost bv Compenv E. The Battalion Cormender thenr had ertil-
lerv éoncentratinns fired on ali livelv eszemblv aress rorth of the Irsch-
Zerf Rosd, {62) Three wounded men end fire bodies of men from Compeny
E and the bodies of arproximestelv 160 (ermans were found in the mresa.
Eleven men from Compény E were missing. The wounded men were so serious-
1v wounded thet the Germans had left them. They had trlked to a Germen of -
ficer end reported thet epproximetely 4CC enemy took part in the etteck.
When the artillery ceme in there ﬁad been ro plece for them to take cover,
as originelly Compeny E hed only hed ebout 35 holes dug. Lfter sbout an
hour the Germers hed pulled out terking the eleven missing men with them,
b Germen helftreck had hit e mine on the roed during the rtteck and wes
destroved. (63)

With the coming of davlight, units were sepereted end re-orggnized.
Compsnv E hed one officer snd four menrleft. Two emmunition bearers hed
been sfter smmunition when their positions were overrun end esceped cap-
ture. Coﬁperv E was ordered to guard priseners end ssteblish security
sround the bettalion cormsnd post. (64)

At sbont 0900 Americen tenks were seen approaching frem the weet
slony the mein rosd. At 0820 thev errived at the cross rosd and seid

(80), Personsl ‘rowledge; (€1 A-11 p. 2785 (62) A-7, n. 3&; (62,
(84), Personsl krowladge.
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their mission wes to go on to Zerf. The column consisted of five tanks
and four helf trecks. With this group wes the plétoon of Company B which
had been miésing the morning of the 23rd. (B5) About 6 hours later e
lerge armored column arrived and lent the battalion several helf tracks

to eveouate the wounded. (6f) The Battalion hed over thirtv wounded

men, some seriouslv. HNo Ameriéan medical officer wes availeble, but the
ceptured medicel officer with the help of the medicel technicisn of the
Battnlion Medicsl Detschment did invelueble service, Not one men who
reeched the aid station died, even though some were at the aid stetion for
over 48 hours before evacuation. (87)

Just before dsrkness the executive officer arrived with seversl trucks
with food, water, ammunition end redio batteries. These seme trucks evec-
unted the prisoners. {88)

Nothing heppened that night, but on the morning of the 26th just before
daw n, & report ceme to the bettelicn commend post that & large petrol hed
penetreted the perimeter. Compsny E was sent ocut te investipgete. The com-
nenv cormender heard e very large column going threough the brush between:
the commend post end Comprny €. %o fire wes delivered until the column
resched ¢ point neer the center of Companv C, At thest time three compenies
opened fire cn *the column from four directions, It bepsn to grow light Just
ge fire was opened. About 150 were killed aﬁd over 20U ceptured including
seversl officers.l The enemy wss sppsrentlv not swere of the location of
the bettalion, ss thev hed not dispersed and were talking loudly when sur-
prised bv the opening of fire. (69)

A1l thet dey nothing of importsnce took plece. The Irsch-ierf Road
wes still critiesl as the armored columns hed gone on snd no infentry hed
followed. Unarmored columns could not use the roed that day.

J During the efternocn four tanks, four tank destrovers and four multiple
caliberr.50 mechine gun mounts on helf itrecks were sttached to the Battelion.
_They were used to bolster the pefimeter.

At sbout 0500 on the rorning o the 27th e line of infantry wes obser-

ved approeching the perimeter from the north, from the seme directiqn as

(65), (86), (67), Personel knowledge; (68) A-7, p. 34; (69), Personal know-
1Bdf—:6. ’
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the attack on the 24th., The sentries chsllergec, it wes not immediately
snswered snd the verimeter opened fire. An officer of the epproeching

unit ren forwsrd and identified himself end stopped £he firing. It wes
Covpanv K, 30lst Infentrv on & mission to tuke the high ground to the
southesst. Thev hed rnot been tolc the lLanger Battelion oecupiesd the woods

at the cross rosds snd was clearing them prior to attacking the high groun&.'
The companv lost two killed =nd eight woundea. (70)

After devlight the Bettalion Cormender used Corpanv A end the attach;
ad ﬁank platooﬁ to assist h Company, 30lst Infentry to take their objec—-
tive, Hill 4, sever»l hundred verds scuthesst of the perimeter. (See kep C)
This wes accomplished egpminst light opposition. (71) The remeindsr of the
27th was spent in the perimeter.

ATTACK OF EILL 3

OUn the rorpinz of the Z8th the Lettelion was assigned the mission of
attacking the high ground south of Kelfertshaus. At 0900 Company C sent
e combat petrol to feel out the sres. Thev rrn into a stift fight which
losted for-sbout 15 minutes snd then returned with sbout 1GO prisoners.
(72} At 1130 hours Compsnies C and D, supported by tenks and tenk destrovers,
attacked to secure Hill 3. The heights were steep and heevily wooded which
channelized the armored vehicles. Ilnitially the sttack was unopposed, but
sbout half of the wav up the hill, the two companies were hit with very
heavy concentrations of rocket end srtiilerv fire. The rﬁckets wera about
220 mm caliber sand hsd & tremendous ccncussion, The compunies were forced
to halt and dig in es the ares covered by the fire wis too large to get
clear of by continuing or. After the concentrations had stopped the advaﬂcé
continued end the rose of the hill wes tmken, CUompany A was sent up ebreast
of Compenv C snd the mdvence cortinued. Abeut 200 yerds from the orest of
the hill “re atteck was stopped bv hesvy small erms fire, and ore tank was
demaged by a panzerfeust, 7The enemy lsunched an irmedicte counter attack,
but this was repulsed. Kere the companies dug in for the night. At dusk
B eand F Companies were brought up and plsced on line. All night the vos-
(70) A-T, p. 34; (71) &-7, p. 353 (72) A~-9, p. 66,
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ition was pounded bv the heevy rockets mixed with artillery eausing the
battelion heavv casualties.r The commend post was in & bunker near Xelfert-
sheus, (73)

At dawn on the Z9th Compenies A end F attacked in an attempt to capture
the top of the hill. Thev followed sn artillery prepsration by 50 yards end
ceught the Germans still in their holes and bunkers. Thevy ceptured 115 pris-
oners including 10 officers and secured several bunkers on the hill. (74)

The remeinder of the bettalion moved up and extended a line across the
hill and seddle between Hills 3 and 4. This was & sector of sbout 2500 vards,
wider than the five companies could hold. At 1900 the enemy attacked Com-
penies B and € in stremgth end penetreted part of Companﬁ B's positions. The
Germans ﬁere never entirely thrown out until the following day when Head-
quarters Compsny organized into three provisionsl rifle platoons was brought
ur and took over the left of the line. This made contact on the left with
the 30lst Infentry essier and allowed the open right flank to be properly
secured. (75)

All was quietron 1 and 2 March except for the constent rocket concen~-
trations. These ceme in everv 45 minutes like clockwork. (76)

On 3 March Corps Artillery fired a "serensde" on Grimerath, which was
the suspected location of the rocket launchers. This quieted them for sev-
eral hours end the concentrations were never sgein as large or as frequent.
(77)

Also on 3 March tﬁe remsinder of Company E was attached to Compeny A am
the Company Commander of Compsny E took over Compéﬁy B which had & strength
of one officer and 18 men. The morning of the 4th small counter attacks were
received but were driven off by the tanks snd machine gun fire.

RELIEF

The.aftarnoon of 4 March en mdvence detail from the 3rd Battalion, 376th
Infentry arrived to reconnoiter for the relief of the 5th Renger Bettslion.
(78) At 0100 5 Karch the relief sterted. Sections were relieved individuelly
and assembled near Kelfertshsus. The companies then marched individually

(73), Personal kmowledge; (74) -9, p. 67; (75), (76), (77), Personal know-
ledge; (78) 4-4, p. 367.
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ebout 2 miles west on the Irsch-ierf Hoad to & turn-sround where trucks
were waiting., The Battalion was then tuken to Serrig snd placed in div-
ision reserve., Two days leter the Eettalion wes pleced in corps reserve
and moved to Luxembourg to refif, receive replacements and train.

The Bettalion had suffered 45 killed, 213 wounded end 11 missing. The
enemy dead which were counted on position, numbered over 300 end over 700
prisoners were turned over to the 94th Division. (79)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The use of the bth Renger Bettelion on the infiltration phase of the
mission just described shows u proper use of e ranger unit. The high state
of treining end mOréle mede possible the cerrving out of a difficult oper-
ation. Casualties were light for the period which the Battelion wss sctually
cubting the Irsch-ierf Roed. However, in the susteined heavy combat during
the attack on Hill 3, the Battalion suffered excessive casuglties beceuse of
the small units end light wespons. {(80) With no mortﬁrs end only light
machine gurs it would hsve been impossible to withstand the counter attacks
or to launch an atteck itself without the he:vy end accurate artillerv sup~-
port.

The initial infiltr&tion wes successful beceuse the enemy had not vet
built up a line to contsin the bridgehead. However, the platoon.from Company
B that became lost, tried leter the morning of 23 February but could find no

gap in the line., £ deley of a few hours in the departure of the Battalion

-

would have rerdered the mission impossible¢£;A“Lrwmfﬁiﬁiiﬂlw‘nf'

When moving in the enemy rear area efforts were constantly made to
keep from running into any learge enemy concentrations and becoming engaged
g0 that further movement would be impOSsible. All enemy soldiers encounter-
ed were captured, killed or seriouslv wounded so that one direction of move-
ment wes difficult to esfablish immedietely. Freguent change in direction
alsc alded in eluding anvy intercepting force which migh£ be sent out.

After reaching the cross roed the mines were laid on the surface of the
bleck top roed. The morning of £56 ?ebruary aefter Compuny F re-captured the
(79), (BQ), A-7, p. 35.
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eross réad. The mines were still in plece and en enemy half track had been
knocked out by a mine. Although the Germen troops hed held possession of
the road for seversl hours, thev hsd not removed the mines, leaving the
rosd still effectively denied to vehicular traffic. The heavy artillery
concentretions denied its use to foot elements.

The failure of the 10th Armored Divieion to make cortaet with the Bat-
talion within 48 hours as. plenned, resulted in the exhaustion of radio bat-
teries, smmunition, food and water. These compliettions should heve been
forseen end lerger supplies carried by the Battamlion. The failure of the
aerisl re-supply was the result of the use of free drop. If perachutes had
been used on the bundles some items would heve been in usable condition., In=-
stead every bundle which landed in the perimeter was demaged bevond use.
Parachutes were not availsble because the short time svailable to get the
mission sccomplished did not allow Corvs to cbtain anv from other scurces.

In establishing fhe perimeter no depth wes available, Because of the
small size of the Bettalion it was necessery to put all compsnies on line
except Company B which wes guarding prisoners and which was short a pletoon,
Flexibility waes obtained by pulling platoons from portiorns of the line not in
contact to bolster heevily attacked portions. Hed the 136th Infantry (Germen)
- committed their bettelions in & coordinsted attack rather then piecemeal, -
thev probebly could heve completely overrun the Battelion position and deé-
troyed the Bettelion ms e unit. After thé Bettalion had been in the peri-
meter 48 hours the enemy wes £till not certelin of its position =8 indicated
by the destruction of one battalion of the 138th Infantry on the morming of
26 February within the perimeter.

The bettalion which did penetrate the perimeter on 26 February went
through a nerrow sector where Compenies A and C joined. It was never deter-
mined just why the gap wes present. If it had not been present, the approach-
ing bettalion would undoubtedly have been fired on and then deploved and at-
tacked. Aﬁ.they were equipped with spproximetely one light machine gun for
evéfy three men, it is doubtful whether the perimeter coulé have withstood the
attack.

A faector contributing to the slow movement forward of the 10th Armored
Division to comtect the Battalion, was the srtillery bettery which was ob-
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